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   The Storytelling Garden 
 

For the fastest response to your booking request, please fax the  
details below. 

 
You are also welcome to call Tania on 03 9569 6149 to discuss 
which program and Storyteller or Author would best suit your        
requirements. 

 
Regional and Rural Areas: 

Please help us organise a minimum of two days work so that we can 
travel to you on your preferred dates. 

 
Attention:    Tania Tuttleby       
Fax #:     03 9569 4663 
 
Contact Name: 
 
Organisation: 
 
Mailing Address:                            
 
Location: 
 
Ph:         Fax:          
 
 
Email: 
 
Preferred Date   Time   Presenter    
Session Length:    Age:       

 BOOKING SHEET 
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The 
Storyte l l ing 

Garden 

www.storygarden.com.au 
 
tania@storygarden.com.au 

Phone:  03 9569 6149 
 
Fax:  03 9569 4663 

BOOKWEEK 2010 
21-27 August  :  Across the Story Bridge. 
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Claire Saxby (Author) 
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June ‘jb’ Barnes Rowley 
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Matteo 
Gael Cresp 
 

Special Development Schools 
 
Jackie Kerin 
Matteo 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Matteo:  
 

* A story performance. Then, an interactive break-
down of the performance, which can be determined by 
your questions. 
 

* Exercises to build your own performance strength. 
* Vocal warm-ups and physical strength exercises. 
 

* How to hold an audiences attention with a story. 
* What to do when it’s ‘combat performance’. 
 

* When to be quiet and when to let it rip. 
* When it’s good to improvise, and inviting audience 
interaction. 
 

* How to use your particular talents to their best  
effect. 
* How to push yourself beyond your current limits. 
 

* How to create mental imagery and use it. 
* How to project the story. 
 

Above is the performance or delivery aspect of the art. 
You might wish to look at story structure.  
Elements of a story, or story creation. 
Your workshop could actually be directed in  
whatever way you choose. 

Jackie Kerin:  
 

Language, Listening and Lots of activities to use
     3 hours 
Activities to use with the children, to enhance their 
language literacy and story-creation skills.  
Language literacy covers spoken, written, aural,  
visual and cultural literacy - how children familiarise 
and contextualise their place in the world and create 
the stories to demonstrate it. This workshop powers 
through a wide selection of story games and  
activities that can be variously combined in the  
classroom or library. Many tools to take away with 
you. 
 

Telling Personal Stories   3 hours 
The stories within, the old tales, tales of our younger 
days - still so relevant for now. Learn how to assist 
your students in sculpting their life experience into 
story, creating personal tales for today to share. 
 

The Spirit of Story: Advanced Storytelling Skills
     3 hours 
Metaphor, transformative stories, the relevance of 
ancient stories in today’s world. All this is explored 
and participants’ storytelling skills are challenged  
and enhanced. 

Gael Cresp:  
 

Learn and tell a story in one hour      90 mins 
This workshop allows participants to explore some of 
the methods of learning a story and to reflect on which 
of the learning methods best matches his or her own 
style of learning.  
 

Telling and Writing        2 hours 
Donald Davis says that literacy is a second language - 
children learn to speak before they learn to write. In 
this workshop participants work with a traditional or 
personal story to explore the difference and reflect on 
the way working from one to another informs both 
processes. By the end of the session participants will 
have practised telling their stories, have completed a 
written outline and have the tools necessary to  
complete the work. 
 

Storytelling for Teachers         3 hours 
A combination of the two workshops outlined above, 
designed to show how storytelling can assist with  
literacy, language and listening skills, drama,  
socialisation etc. The focus of this session would be 
by arrangement. 
 

Building Metaphors - Building Resilience   90 mins 
Bullying, untidiness, forgetfulness, blended  
families: discover how to construct a story that will 

allow your child to find his or her own solution to the 
problem. 

Gill Di Stefano:  
 
Workshops for teachers  3 hours 
Storytelling in the classroom works on many levels.  
It aids concentration, memory and a range of 
language and listening skills. Everyone can learn to 
discover and tell stories in their own authentic style.  
 

Nurturing the Educators  3 hours 
An interactive session which explores the impact of 
storytelling on our lives, our relationships and our 
everyday existence. 
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GAEL’S SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS  
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

 

Secondary School Sessions tailored to year levels and focus required by teachers. 
Greek myths  
Atlanta, Demeter, Medusa, Orpheus, Ulysses, King Midas.  
Embracing difference 
Traditional tales to show how relationships can be forged between pigs and wolves, 
jugglers and priests, and young men and ugly women. 
Safe Schools  
Stories that address the issue of bullying plus a folder of follow up activities for years 7-10. 
CREATIVE WRITING 
Stories and exercises to enrich experience, to embroider memories, to put a soul into the 
words on the page.  
Choose from: 
1. Go to the ends of the earth: stories of journey and discovery. 
2. Finding a mate: some people know what they want and how to get it 
3. Personal stories 
Gael relates some of her experiences and leads a discussion analysing the structure and 
method she has used to create the told story. Students work with a set of “facts” to create 
their own stories. 
WORKSHOPS 
How can a quilt be the universe?   
Stories and exercises to give students an understanding of metaphor by moving from the 
concrete to the abstract.  
This workshop is designed to assist students with both the development of their creative 
writing and with their ability to understand and respond to text.  
How do I learn?   
Explore three methods of learning (reading, listening and visualization) to discover which is 
your preferred learning style – and by the end of the session you will have a story to tell! 
Stories for girls   
These sessions are designed to give girls a safe place in which to explore some of the 
issues of growing up. The insights obtained in these sessions will also enrich personal 
writing styles by exploring some of the ways metaphors work in the stories we listen to and 
tell. Follow up work will allow an understanding of the role the “point of view” in the shaping 
of metaphor and the meaning we take from these stories and allow participants to begin 
the work of re-shaping the stories they write and hear. 
Get in touch with your inner fury… but I never get angry, do I?   
Stories to stimulate discussion.  
Get in touch with your inner princess:  
How do I become the person I want to be?  
Stories of princesses to touch your heart, to recall your childhood, to give you pause, to 
think, to listen, for fun... 
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  Why storytelling? 

Listening to stories enhances the development of: 

f  Speaking and listening skills  

If we don’t know how to listen then we cannot learn 

f  Imagination  

We can only create what we can imagine 

f  Problem solving  

Stories show the consequences of wise and unwise decisions. 
 

f  Resilience strategies  

A story we all know allows us to build connections 

f Vocabulary  

Words, concepts and cultures introduced within an accessible 
context 

f  Language Literacy  

Spoken, aural, cultural and emotional literacy feed directly into 
visual and written literacy and so into successful reading, writing 
and mathematics. 

Storytelling meets VELS Learning outcomes for 

Pre-Schools, Early Childhood Centres, Primary Schools, 
Secondary Schools, Special Development Schools, and is perfect 
for Parent Seminars and Professional Development. 
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 Programs 
 

1. Storytelling Sessions 
Storytelling sessions are carefully prepared for the age level of the 
audience, with some props and participatory stories for younger audiences, 
and longer more complex tales for older listeners. Programs can be tailored 
to a specific theme or topic. 

Suitability: all ages. 
 
2. Storytelling  Workshops 
Activity based sessions in which the participants have the opportunity to 
experience learning and telling a story. Other activities can include 
storytelling games, visualisations and hearing told stories.   
All workshops are tailored to the age of the students.  
Suitability: primary and secondary students. 
Size: one class group. Length: up to 90 minutes. 
 
3. Storytelling Seminars 
Sessions in which the storyteller will make a presentation about some 
specific aspect of storytelling. This includes the telling of relevant stories 
with opportunities for questions from the audience. 
 

Possible topics: the oral storytelling tradition; specific types of told stories 
such as myths, pourquoi tales, Cinderella stories; explorations of 
characters such as tricksters, heroes, or princesses . . . the list of possible 
themes or topics is extensive. Our storytellers, who have various areas of 
expertise and interests, will tailor a seminar to meet your needs. 

Suitability: upper primary and secondary school students 
Size: two class groups. Length: 60 minutes. 
 

4. Author Presentation 

Author Presentations are adapted to the age of the audience and cover the 
process of book development from idea or first draft, through sketches, 
proofs and the final book, with multiple examples. The presentation 
includes discussion on the different elements of story including how stories 
can begin with plot, character or setting ideas. Participants are encouraged 
to ask questions. The session includes poetry and story reading. 
Suitability: Primary students and adult audiences. 
Size: Two class groups or up to 50 adults. 60 minutes 
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GAEL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

 

Grades P-6    Stories    60 minutes �
These themes can be adapted to any age level with more challenging tales for older 
children. 
Fairy Tales 
Fairy tales teach us essential life skills and provide the building blocks of our literature and 
our culture. Gael links stories with poems and songs to round out a delightful language 
experience. 
Learn to Listen 
A special program of ‘everyday’ stories and poems for P-1. 
Getting along together 
There are so many ways in which we can learn from each other and find our own courage 
and compassion through the sharing of story.  
History in the Making 
True tales of Ted from the 1920s and ‘30s, breaking the rules in the 1960s, and the  
Drive-In experience. Australian stories of real people in recent times.  
Stop the Bullying 
This session uses traditional stories to introduce children to the role of the bully in folk 
literature. 
Linked with comment, it creates a space for children to explore personalities and 
situations. 
Reconciliation 
Throughout the centuries there has been a need for reconciliation as there is today in 
Australia.  
This is a great opportunity to examine a complex issue through story. 
Chamber of Horrors 
Ghost stories, spooky tales, words to make your eyes as big as saucers. Living forever has 
consequences and uncovering secrets needs a brave heart! 
Your Choice 
Whatever it is you are doing (beach, mini-beasts, gold rush, space, dinosaurs, fresh water 
ecosystems), Gael has stories to tell. Why not ask? 
 
Grades P-6   Author presentation        45-60 minut es 
Gael is a published author and her presentation of the process of writing the text and 
preparing the script for the illustrator is both illuminating and highly entertaining.  
Storytelling workshops 
Prep – 2    60 minutes 
Grades 3 - 4     75 minutes 
Grades 5 - 6     90 minutes 
Children discover for themselves in this workshop how to tell stories from memory.  
Fabulous language experience that enhances all aspects of a child’s development. 
Learning to tell a story helps develop imagination, listening skills and memory.  
Requires adults to assist with small group work. Workshops adjusted to Year levels.  
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 � GAEL CRESP 

WHY GAEL?  
The right story for the right person at the right time – this could be Gael’s mission 
statement. And to be ready to do this she observes popular culture, interactions  
between people and events, and, shamelessly, eavesdrops on conversations on 
the train or tram or in the shopping centre. Gael then filters this through a  
passionate knowledge of metaphor and story and a background in libraries and 
adult training. 
 
Gael creates stories and poems for performance and takes an impish pleasure in 
twisting traditional tales so that listeners are surprised into listening to and then  
thinking about the stories. 
 
Her picture books The Biography of Gilbert Alexander Pig (illustrated by David Cox, 
Benchmark/ Cygnet, 1999) and Fish for Breakfast (illustrated by Anna Pignataro, A 
Window Hollow Book, Benchmark, 2002) began life as told stories and now live on 
in magnificently illustrated and written tales. 
 
Gael has presented papers and workshops on aspects of storytelling at              
conferences in Australia and overseas and has been “artist in residence” under           
government funded programs.  
 
WHERE? 
Gael is available on select days in the east and south east of Melbourne and  
Gippsland. 
 

TESTIMONIALS 
Many thanks for helping to make Children’s 
Book Week in Traralgon a success. The     
children are still talking about the stories and 
wanting to recite your rhymes. 

Traralgon Primary School 
 
 
 
We really enjoyed your storytelling. We are 
making story maps about Epaminondas. Thank 
you for coming to our school. 

Liddiard Road Primary School 
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2010 PRICE LIST* 
*Prices shown exclusive of GST. GST will be added w here appropriate. 

**The deposit must be paid immediately to secure yo ur booking. 
 

 
Primary Schools** 

(minimum $300 per booking) 
Storytelling session (max. 100 children)     $4/child 
Workshop 60 min (max. 25 children)     $225 
Seminars 60 min (max 60 children)     $300 
Family Events        $400 
Author Presentation 60 min (max 50 children)   $5/child 

 
Secondary Schools** 

(minimum $400 per booking) 
Seminars (max. 60 students)               $350 
Workshop (max. 25 students)      $250 

 
 

Storytelling Plus 
($75 booking fee) 

Old Sailor :  Author & Storyteller      $450 
 

Special Development Schools,  
OOSH Care,   Vacation Care,  

Libraries, Festivals, Museums and Galleries** 
Storytelling session (max. 50 children)             $300 
Family Events         $400 
Workshop         $300 

 
 

Presentations and Professional Development** 
Presentation 

Tellings 30-60 minutes       $300  
Workshops 

90 minutes         $400 
2 hours         $500 
3 hours         $600 
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WHY JACKIE? �
 

Jackie’s passion for language and story enthrals children and adults, and keeps them talking 
about the tales long after she has gone.  
 

Jackie has a strong background in theatre and education. Her programs reflect her work as an 
actress, teacher and writer. They are dramatic, fun, language-rich and provide loads of  
opportunities for joining in. Jackie will delight your children using poems, chants, rhymes and 
songs.  
 

Jackie is a traditional storyteller. As well as creating original material, she is an anthologist 
(collector and arranger of folk literature). Her stories come from around the world and are retold 
with sensitivity and warmth. She is respectful of children, their language  
development and cultural differences. 
 

Jackie is a graduate from the National Institute of Dramatic Art and has a Bachelor of  
Education. She has worked in theatre, film and television . A familiar face on several of the ABC’s 
education programs she was also a contributing writer. 
 

Jackie is a multi award winning storyteller and author. 
She is the only person to have won the Pat Glover Memorial Storytelling Award (Port Fairy Folk 
Festival) three times.  
2007 The Spirit of Woodford Performance Award. 
In 2008 she released her first picture book-Phar Lap the wonder horse, illustrated by  
Patricia Mullins and published by Museum Victoria.  Phar Lap was listed in the 2009 CBC Eva 
Pownall as a Notable non-fiction book. 
 

Jackie tells in kindergartens, schools, libraries, AGMs, conferences and venues such as the  
Melbourne Museum. She offers workshops for children of all ages as well as adults. 
 
Where? 
Jackie will travel to the west and north in the metropolitan region of Melbourne and the Greater 
Geelong area. 

  JACKIE KERIN 
TESTIMONIALS 
Students were very engaged and involved in Jackie’s 
presentation. 
Gwenda Burnett, St Mary’s Primary School  
�

Jackie was great. The children were very engaged in 
Jackie's stories and thoroughly enjoyed all of her 
tales...they were willing participants when she called 
on them to join in with the retelling, as well as coming 
up on stage. We really loved the 'traditional' quality of 
her stories and my girls are still making string stories. 
Nitsa Antoniou 
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School 
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GILL’S PROGRAMS 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
 
YEARS 7-12     
CONCERTS         60 MINUTES 
 
World's Greatest Lovers 
Does the course of true love ever run smooth? Are there limits to what a lover will do for the 
sake of love?  
Can a disaster-prone relationship ever blossom into bliss? 
Discover how the great lovers of history trod the tempestuous paths of love. 
 
Heroes and Sheroes 
From the extraordinary super heroes of ancient times through to the amazing actions of the 
quiet kid next door, hero stories are awesome and inspiring. 
 
Cultural Stories - Tales from Within 
One of the ways a culture expresses itself is through its stories. This program looks at the 
unique features of cultural traditions and traces some well-known tales back to their cultural 
origins. 
 
Wisdom Tales and Timeless Truths 
Sometimes the most ancient stories are the ones that speak to us most strongly today. 
 
A Medieval Feast 
Stories of courtly love, honour and enchantment are served up with tales of inquisitions, witch 
trials and chambers of horror. 
 
YEARS 7-12  
     
WORKSHOPS        80- 90 MINUTES 
 
Tell It Like It is! 
A workshop in vocal confidence and fluency of presentation. Learn to hold the attention of your  
audience and develop your personal vocal style. 
 
Storytelling Workshops for all Year Levels 
A workshop on the crafting of stories from both traditional sources and personal experience.  
Learn how to select what is essential in a story and tell it convincingly. 

     PRIMARY SCHOOLS  
 

Let Gill create a fabulous storytelling experience for your Primary School.  
Gill will captivate your students attention with her animated and entrancing 
presentation. 
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 GILL DI STEFANO 

WHY GILL? 
 

Gill Di Stefano holds audiences spellbound. All age groups have felt the 
power of this experienced storyteller and Gill finds performing for a diverse 
range of groups rewarding. She keeps coming back however to            
adolescents - with mutual delight. 
 

A previous president of the Storytelling Guild of Victoria, Gill has been 
telling tales for over twelve years as teacher, professional storyteller and 
expert workshop facilitator. Gill’s Professional Development workshops and 
group sessions with adolescents are unsurpassed. Her experience and       
knowledge shines in her telling. 
 

Gill combines the skills of an experienced high school English and Drama 
teacher with a deep understanding of stories and the oral tradition, to take 
students on a journey of discovery.  Sessions combine participatory activity 
with periods of deep listening and concentration, often to the amazement of 
the students' classroom teachers! 
 

WHERE? 
Gill will travel throughout the Melbourne Metropolitan area. 
 

TESTIMONIALS 
Thank you for letting us know about Gill Di Stefano, the     
superb storyteller. My students thoroughly enjoyed her   
repertoire of stories. Gill was absolutely inspiring. We highly 
recommend her to all secondary schools. We had a fantastic  
Literacy Week. 
Intha Chetty, Bentleigh Secondary College 
 
Gill Di Stefano is a wonderful storyteller. She proved an      
inspiration for both staff and students when she visited our 
school. Students sat in rapt attention as she told tales both old 
and new. 
Katriona Fahey, Librarian, Northcote High School 
 
Both staff and students commented on what a wonderful    
storyteller Gill is: both her selection of stories and  
presentation of them.  The students were indeed “spellbound”. 
Georgie Cripps, St Roch’s Primary School 
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 JACKIE’S PROGRAMS 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
           45-60 minutes 
P-6 A Feast of Stories 
Especially for small schools, a mixed program for all ages. 
P-2 Small Serves for Small People 
Animal Tales from Around the World 
Folk and Fairy Tales 
A Serve of Favourites 
Yr 2-3   Medium Serves for Medium People 
Tricksters and Bullies 
Folk and Fairy Tales 
Yr 3-6   Big Serves for Big People 
Stories for the Heart 
Courage 
Tales from Around the World 
Special Requests 
Sometimes teachers are looking for an incursion for a specific event or to complement 
an aspect of the curriculum. Jackie may be able to tailor a program to suit your needs. 
Just ask. 
 
Workshops 
           60 minutes 
Jackie and Claire Saxby combine energies, offering a terrific workshop combining oral 
and written skills. 
*See Claires programs-OLD SAILOR writing workshop. 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
 
All Year Levels         60 minutes 
 
Before there were books, there were stories. 
Folk tales are the well-spring of literature, oral and written. Jackie will entertain as well 
as demonstrate the folk genre – the fable, parable, and cautionary tales. She is a 
powerful teller and will hold the attention of your students. Jackie is respectful of the 
cultures from which she has collected her tales and inculcates respect for the stories 
from her listeners. 
 
Stories from Kazakhotan, Hawaii, Australia 
 
Jackie also works with original stories and is a skilled recitor of ballads & comic verse not to 
mention Gothic tales of murder and Mayhem. 
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    jb  

WHY jb?  
 

June Barnes-Rowley, known as jb, has always been a storyteller. She creates delightful 
fantasy through story. Children respond immediately to her energetic and fun  
performances. jb uses colourful visuals such as fabric and fairy dust to create wonderful 
worlds for young children who are also fascinated by her clapping sticks that stir sounds 
of the Dreamtime. Her performances for children focus on fun, action and interaction! 
 
 jb is founder of swag of yarns, Australia’s National Storytelling Magazine, a member of 
The Storytelling Guild of Australia (Vic. Branch) and is featured on the guild’s audiotape, 
Mystery and Mayhem. As well as being a storyteller, June is an experienced educator 
with ESOL qualifications and is a trained Parent-Child Mother Goose teacher. 
 
jb has extensive experience in storytelling with children and adults in Australia and  
overseas. She has told at many venues including kindergartens, schools, libraries,  
community centres, bookstores, Government House and ABC Radio. She has  
entertained children with her storytelling at a variety of festivals including Moomba.  
At the Gold ‘n’ Grape Festival  in 1997 she won first prize in the storytelling contest.  
 
jb is also the author of a non-fiction novel called Whisper My Secret. 
 

WHERE? 
jb will travel anywhere in metropolitan Melbourne and to country areas. 
 

TESTIMONIALS 
 
JB was engaging and entertaining. 
 
Mary Boyd.   
St Francis Xavier Primary School,  
Montmorency. 
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Author Presentation 
 
Where do stories come from? From ideas to published books,  
students will share the experience of writing and all it entails. Claire’s 
session includes picture book development from rough first draft 
through to final proofs, the joys of writing for different ages and, the 
magic that can be found in research.  
 
Planning, plot, character development and reworking are all included 
in this interactive and informative session. Most sessions can include 
a simple activity based on one of Claire’s books as well as time for 
questions. All sessions include story and/or poetry reading.  
 
Workshops 
 
‘Old Sailor’ Writing Workshop 
In this 60 minute session, students will create and perform a new 
story of their own.  
 
What would happen if we were to take an old story and make it new? 
Claire has taken a well-known tale, ‘There Was an Old Lady who 
Swallowed a Fly’ and written a new story ‘There Was an Old Sailor 
who Swallowed a Krill’ (currently in production with Walker Books).  
Students will experience the magic and playfulness of wordplay as 
Claire guides their construction of a new version of an old favourite.  
Students learn about story structure, character development,  
developing and maintaining tension, and writing satisfying  
conclusions. Students will work in large and small groups in  
developing their own new story. Upon completion, Claire leads  
students in performing their new story.  
(note: this workshop can also be co-presented with storyteller  
Jackie Kerin) 
 
Other workshops 
Specific workshops on particular elements of story (eg plot, theme, 
character) can be developed to meet individual requirements. 

CLAIRE’S PROGRAMS. 
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 CLAIRE SAXBY 

WHY CLAIRE?  

Claire Saxby is a writer of fiction, non fiction and poetry for children. Claire was born in 
Melbourne, and as a child, she attended five primary schools and four secondary 
schools across three Australian states and in Papua New Guinea. She has worked at 
many jobs, most recently in community health.  

Claire (with fellow judge, writer and poet Lorraine Marwood) co-judged (2005-2006) the 
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards, a national poetry competition for school children.  
Her poetry and non fiction appears in The School Magazine, and has been included in 
anthologies. She also writes for the web, magazines, and contributes to short story    
collections.  

Claire’s most recent book is Snow Play from the Go Girl! series. 
 
WHERE? 

Claire is available for workshops to primary schools or adult groups on all aspects of 
writing. She is also available for author visits throughout Melbourne. 

TESTIMONIALS 
'Even I had fun! The students enjoyed it all,  
particularly seeing the finished product.'  
Yr 4 St Margaret Mary's School  
 

'Our students really enjoyed your workshop'  
Yr 5,6 &7 Arch Cluster Young Authors'  
Conference Ballarat  
 
'We liked hearing how books are produced, and  
enjoyed being able to ask questions.'  
St Mary's Werribee  
 

'The children said they liked everything!'  
Chelsea Primary School  
 

'The evening was a great success and in no small way 
due to your excellent talk. I enjoyed your theme of "a 
story can come from anywhere and everywhere," and  
a number of people commented to me on how they also 
enjoyed it.' 

Slade Literary Awards, Richmond  
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 jb’s PROGRAMS 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Presentation styles and story content of each session will be adapted to the student’s age. 
 
P – 6          45 or 60 minutes 
 
Australian Animals 
Stories about the amazing and unique Australian animals that weave fiction and fact 
to entertain and educate. 
Includes a Dreamtime story.  
  
Fairy tales and folktales 
Eternal favourites that are sure to delight young audiences. 
 
Myths and Legends 
Myths and Legends from the Greek, Indian and European tradition. Choice of tales 
can be made after discussion with the teacher or at jb's discretion. 
 
Special Selection 
jb will tailor a presentation with a particular focus after discussion with the teacher. 
 
Australian History (NEW Program) 
Stories weave their magic to bring Australia’s history and heroes to life.   
This program can be adapted to suit study needs. 
 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
�

Myths and Legends 
Stirring tales from long ago told in their traditional oral format sure to fire the 
student’s interest and imagination.  A specific program according to teachers’ 
requirements can be arranged.  
 
Tailor Made 
Presentation of stories designed to specific needs after discussion with the teacher.  
This presentation includes a little discussion and a little fun as well! 
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  MATTEO 

WHY MATTEO? 
Matteo presents a dynamic, physical storytelling  
performance, immediately engaging audiences with his 
musical skills, use of mime, his voice and humour.  
Sometimes described as a genie, a funky pirate or a 
gypsy, he is a positive male role model, different to what 
is presented through other media. 
 
Audiences see the pictures of the story in their  
imagination - they are living their own creative  
experience.  The storytelling inspires people to tell their 
own stories, write and create artwork, to imitate what 
they have seen and even practice mime.  Where  
applicable, Matteo will take the audience on a guided 
journey with a musical underlay.  Adults also love this 
and find it very refreshing. 
 
Storytelling is an interactive sport and in some ways it is 
the antithesis of the modern, technological society.  Yet 
it is fulfilling an essential human communicative need.  It 
touches something deep within the human psyche which 
responds just like people did around a fire or stuck in a 
cave during winter - listening to and imagining along with 
the story. 
 
At times Matteo is playing the audience like an  
instrument and sometimes he is following a set and  
specific story line, whilst at other times he is improvising. 
Importantly, he quickly sets boundaries for what is and 
isn’t acceptable behaviour which encourages audience 
input.  The warm-hearted and non-humiliating  
experience allows the audience to speak up, to create 
characters and voices, and to be witty. 
 
Teachers often notice that the response in their students 
is quite the opposite from what they would expect.  
For example: the quiet child speaks out and the loud 
child sits and listens in rapt attention. It gratifies 
teachers to hear Year 6 boys asking for more stories. 
 
Kids say he is cool and often the little ones are laughing 
before he has said a word! 
 
WHERE? 
Matteo will travel to wherever the call to tell stories 
comes. 

TESTIMONIALS 
 

Matteo kept a wide variety of  
audience involved and interested in 
his stories. 
Our group consisted of a mixture of 
Preps to Grade 6 and special 
needs students. 
Duane Harris  
Manningham Park Primary 
School 
 
 

We thought Matteo was a good 
storyteller and kept the interest 
of the girls. 
Karin Gilbert 
Mercy College 
 

It’s so important in these days of 
technology for children to have a 
story that’s not on TV or computer. 

Audience member 
Carnegie Library  

11 

MATTEO’S PROGRAMS 
Matteo’s repertoire of traditional stories is re-woven for interactive and participatory telling. 
He will work with you to create a special program for a particular event or a chosen theme. 

 

WORKSHOPS 
The world of stories is one of those 
marvelous never ending things because 
there are so many old stories, 
contemporary stories and the unborn 
stories that are being created as we live 
each new day. 
In workshops, Matteo can share a number 
of different elements of his craft 
- why storytelling is so effective 
- why visualization is so important 
- the essence of public speaking 
- vocal and physical presentation 
- story development 
- drama exercises 

 
FESTIVALS 

Festivals see families gather around, eyes wide, excited and entertained by the stories 
and then asking for more.  Matteo says “We often all end up laughing in delight at 
some beautiful and innocent response given by one of the children.  Adults will catch 
themselves calling out an answer, without realizing they had become so involved.   
This is the power of Storytelling.”      

Primary Schools  
 
P-2  
The Forrest Troll  
Clotildas Magic (a fairy Godmother Tale)  
How Tiger and Monkey both escaped (an Anansi tale)  
The Ugly Thing (an American Indian tale)  
Also there will be guitar music, movement and interaction with the children. Rhythm 
and rhyming.  
 
Yr 3-6  
The Gnome (a Grimm Bros. tale)  
Little Tree and the Rattle Snake (a tale from the book, The Education of Little Tree)  
Matteo may adjust either of these programs, depending on the mood and the nature of 
the audience. His aim is to be highly entertaining, educational and interactive without 
letting the students get out of control. 

Special Development Schools  

Matteo has had great success telling 
stories in Special development areas. 
The kids really relate to him. He finds it 
best if the groups are separated in age 
groups.  

Secondary Schools  
Matteo will design a program  
specifically for teacher and Year level  
requirements. 


