
12 

   The Storytelling Garden 
 

For the fastest response to your booking request, please fax the  
details below. 

 
You are also welcome to call Tania on 03 9569 6149 to discuss 
which program and Storyteller would best suit your requirements. 

 
Regional and Rural Areas: 

Please help us organise a minimum of two days work so that we can 
travel to you on your preferred dates. 

 
Attention:    Tania Tuttleby       
Fax #:     03 9569 4663 
 
Contact Name: 
 
Organisation: 
 
Mailing Address:                            
 
Location: 
 
Ph:         Fax:          
 
 
Email: 
 
Preferred Date   Time   Presenter    
Session Length:    Age:       

 BOOKING SHEET 
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The 
Storyte l l ing 

Garden 

www.storygarden.com.au 
 

tania@storygarden.com.au 

Phone:  03 9569 6149 
 
Fax:  03 9569 4663 

BOOKWEEK 2010 
21-27 August  :  Across the Story Bridge 
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PLEASE NOTE: ALL STORYTELLERS AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING. 

Storytelling Sessions 
Storytelling sessions are carefully prepared for the age level of 
the audience, with some props and participatory stories for 
younger audiences, and longer more complex tales for older 
listeners. Programs can be tailored to a specific theme or topic. 

Suitability: all ages. 
 
 
 

11 

� EDWARD FARACI�

TESTIMONIALS 
�

Parents and children have been 
raving  about Edwards’ stories. 
Edwards’ manner with the 
children was warm and 
responsive to individuals and 
the group as a whole. 
Darlene Leach, Yarralea 
Children’s Centre. 

WHY EDWARD?  
 
Children adore Edward. Adults absolutely delight in 
him. Edward’s flair for characterisation and voices 
lends his storytelling a dramatic touch, enhanced by 
his use of music. Edward often uses instruments to 
expand on a theme, character or incident in his  
adaptations of traditional tales. 
 
Edward is a primary school teacher who has spent 
some years practising the art of storytelling both in 
the classroom and as a professional storyteller. 
 
His very physical storytelling styles creates  
opportunities for children to participate, responding  
verbally and physically. Edward encourages the  
children to be an active part of the narrative, through 
music and drama, so that they are a part of every 
story. 
 
 
WHERE? 
Edward is available to travel to throughout the  
Melbourne metropolitan area on selected evenings. 
particularly in the northwest and western suburbs on  
select evenings.  

DADS’NIGHTS AND FAMILY EVENTS 
 
Need an idea that is fabulous fun for the whole family? 
 
Edward tells fantastic stories for all age groups, including  
parents and teachers. 
 
Or, simply have Edward entertain your children and parents for a fun night at your 
centre. 
 
Edward ensures a great night and tales for all to enjoy. 
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 � GAEL CRESP 
WHY GAEL? 
 

The right story for the right person at the right time – this could be 
Gael’s mission statement.  
 
She creates stories and poems for performance and takes an 
impish pleasure in twisting traditional tales so that listeners are 
surprised into listening to and then thinking about the stories. 
 
Recently Gael has concentrated her efforts on developing “Rhyme 
Time” sessions and writing and adapting very simple stories, easy to 
teach and learn, for parents, caregivers and older siblings to use 
with very young children. 
 
Her picture books The Biography of Gilbert Alexander Pig 
(illustrated by David Cox, Benchmark/ Cygnet, 1999) and Fish for 
Breakfast (illustrated by Anna Pignataro, A Window Hollow Book, 
Benchmark, 2002) began life as told stories and now live on in 
magnificently illustrated and written tales. 
 
Gael has presented papers and workshops on aspects of 
storytelling at conferences in Australia and overseas and has been 
“artist in residence” under government funded programs.  
 
WHERE? 
Gael is available on select days in the east and south east of      
Melbourne and Gippsland. 

TESTIMONIALS 
Many thanks for helping to 
make Children’s Book 
Week in Traralgon a 
success. The children are 
still talking about the 
stories and wanting to 
recite your rhymes. 
Traralgon Primary 
School 

PRE-SCHOOLS 
 

30-45 minutes 
 

Gael’s program is filled with songs, rhymes and stories on topics to complement educational 
themes including, but not limited to, 

 
 

Parent Nights. 
 

Gael has a range of action stories that parents (especially Dads) and children can learn  
together. 

Australian Animals�
  

Transport�
  

Visiting the shops�
  

Teddy Bears�
  

Going to the doctor (or hospital)�
  

Getting along together�
  

plus traditional tales like�
  

  

The Enormous Beetroot (turnip)�
  

Jack and the Beanstalk.�
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Why storytelling? 
Listening to stories enhances 
the development of: 

f  Speaking and listening 
skills  

If we don’t know how to listen 
then we cannot learn 

f  Imagination  

We can only create what we 
can imagine 

f  Problem solving  

Stories show the 
consequences of wise and 
unwise decisions. 
 

f  Resilience strategies  

A story we all know allows us 
to build connections 

f Vocabulary  

Words, concepts and cultures 
introduced within an accessible 
context 

f  Language Literacy  

Spoken, aural, cultural and 
emotional literacy feed directly 
into visual and written literacy 
and so into successful reading, 
writing and mathematics. 

Storytelling meets VELS 
Learning outcomes for 

Pre-Schools, Early Childhood 
Centres, Primary Schools, 
Secondary Schools, Special 
Development Schools, and is 
perfect for Parent Seminars 
and Professional Development. 

2010 PRICE LIST* 
 

*Prices shown exclusive of GST. GST will be 

added where appropriate. 
**The deposit must be paid immediately to secure 

your booking. 

 
 

Pre-Schools and Child Care** 
(max. 30 children per session) 

 
Recommended: 3 yo - 30 minutes/4-5 yo - 45 minutes  
30 minute session          $150 
45 minute session         $180 
2 x 30 minute back to back sessions      $270 
2 x 45 minute back to back sessions      $330 
1 x 30 & 1 x 45 minute back to back sessions     $300 
Parent Nights 45 minute sessions      $290 

 

 
 

Presentations and Professional Development** 
 
 

Presentation 
Tellings 30-60 minutes        $300 
  

Workshops 
90 minutes          $400 
2 hours          $500 
3 hours          $600 
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WHY JACKIE? �
�

Jackie’s passion for language and story enthrals children and adults, and keeps them talking 
about the tales long after she has gone.  
 

Jackie has a strong background in theatre and education. Her programs reflect her work as an 
actress, teacher and writer. They are dramatic, fun, language-rich and provide loads of  
opportunities for joining in. Jackie will delight your children using poems, chants, rhymes and 
songs.  
 

Jackie is a traditional storyteller. As well as creating original material, she is an anthologist 
(collector and arranger of folk literature). Her stories come from around the world and are retold 
with sensitivity and warmth. She is respectful of children, their language  
development and cultural differences. 
 

Jackie is a graduate from the National Institute of Dramatic Art and has a Bachelor of  
Education. She has worked in theatre, film and television . A familiar face on several of the 
ABC’s education programs she was also a contributing writer. 
 

Jackie is a multi award winning storyteller and author. 
She is the only person to have won the Pat Glover Memorial Storytelling Award (Port Fairy Folk 
Festival) three times.  
2007 The Spirit of Woodford Performance Award. 
In 2008 she released her first picture book-Phar Lap the wonder horse, illustrated by Patricia 
Mullins and published by Museum Victoria.  Phar Lap was listed in the 2009 CBC Eva Pownall 
as a Notable non-fiction book. 
 

Jackie tells in kindergartens, schools, libraries, AGMs, conferences and venues such as the  
Melbourne Museum. She offers workshops for children of all ages as well as adults. 
 
WHERE? 
Jackie will travel to the west and north in the metropolitan region of Melbourne and the Greater 
Geelong area. 

  JACKIE KERIN 
TESTIMONIALS 
�
Very tuned in with the children’s needs. 
Children were very engaged and interested. 
Tatyana and Cate 
Fawkner Park Children’s Centre 
 
 
Jackie is an excellent Storyteller 
Kay Harrison,  St Andrews Kindergarten 
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 JB’s PROGRAMS 
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0-3 yo         0-2yrs 10 min, 2-3yrs 20min  
Stories and Rhymes with visuals the children will enjoy.  
 
3 - 5 yo             30 or 45 minutes 
Australian Animals 
Stories about various Australian animals. Lots of interaction and visuals. 
 
Dinosaurs and Fairies 
Stories with fantastic creatures to make little eyes big! Education, fantasy and fun!  
 
Deep Sea Dreaming 
Stories of the sea creatures from Australia’s coastline.  Education and fun!  
Use of puppets and fabric create colourful visuals. 
 
Peace and Harmony  
A popular program with stories that develop awareness of friendship and sharing.   
 
Happy Halloween 
A friendly introduction to the ‘monsters’ of Halloween.  
 
Worms and Wrigglies 
Stories about worms and bugs with fun, magic and participation. 
  
Storyteller Selection 
jb will tailor a presentation with a particular focus after discussion with the teacher. 
 
Christmas Parcel 
Stories of Christmas to delight and enchant. 
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    JB 

WHY jb?  
 

June Barnes-Rowley, known as jb, has always been a storyteller. She creates delightful 
fantasy through story. Children respond immediately to her energetic and fun  
performances. jb uses colourful visuals such as fabric and wishing paper to create 
wonderful worlds for young children who are also fascinated by her clapping sticks that 
stir sounds of the Dreamtime. Her performances for children focus on fun, action and 
interaction! 
 
 jb is founder of swag of yarns, Australia’s National Storytelling Magazine, a member of 
The Storytelling Guild of Australia (Vic. Branch) and is featured on the guild’s audiotape, 
Mystery and Mayhem. As well as being a storyteller, June is an experienced educator 
with ESOL qualifications and is a trained Parent-Child Mother Goose teacher. 
 
jb has extensive experience in storytelling with children and adults in Australia and  
overseas. She has told at many venues including kindergartens, schools, libraries,  
community centres, bookstores, Government House and ABC Radio. She has  
entertained children with her storytelling at a variety of festivals including Moomba.  
At the Gold ‘n’ Grape Festival  in 1997 she won first prize in the storytelling contest.  
 
jb is also the author of a non-fiction novel called Whisper My Secret. 
 

WHERE? 
jb will travel anywhere in metropolitan Melbourne and to country areas. 

TESTIMONIALS 
�

Beautiful storytelling from JB!  Her voice was so soothing 
and she engaged us all. 
Kathryn Foley, Nyah West and District Kindergarten 
 
The children enjoyed the stories.  All the children were 
totally engaged from the first to last minute.   
They enjoyed the opportunity to join in with the  
storytelling.  
Catherine Smith, Wahroonga Pre-School & Ivanhoe 
Uniting Church Kindergarten 
 

Very interesting, children were able to retell the stories to 
children at morning meetings the following day in great 
detail. 
Rosana and Wendy 
Swinburne Prahran Community Children’s Centre  
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 JACKIE’S PROGRAMS 

PRE–SCHOOLS 
 

           
All programs include songs, poems, chants and opportunities for participation.   
Basic props, puppets and felt boards. 
 
0-3 years            30 or 45 minutes  
Lucky Dip  
A selection of of poems, finger rhymes, songs and simple stories. Some well-loved 
old stories and some new.  Themes can be included. (Sea, teddy bears, Animals.) 
*Jackie recommends this program for young listeners. 
 
4-5 years         30 or 45 minutes  
 
Lucky Dip 
A selection of Jackie’s favourites. This program offers the greatest flexibility and can 
include a variety of stories to match the children’s interest-Teddy Bears, The Old 
Woman Who…. Earnie the Kookaburra and more…. 
 
Down by the Sea 
Sand, Water, a lighthouse and look out for those cheeky seagulls.  Explore the food 
chain as the Old Sailor swallows bigger and bigger sea creatures. 
 
Animal Tales  
An ABC of Animal Tales from around the world including Australia. 
 
 
Kings and Queens and other folk in palaces  
Silly stories about royals who find themselves in tricky situations. 
 

PARENT SEMINARS & 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Storytelling with Tiny Tots and Pre-Schoolers 
Storytelling with Primary Level Students 
Learn and tell a story in one hour. 
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  MATTEO 
WHY MATTEO? 
Matteo presents a dynamic, physical storytelling 
performance, immediately engaging audiences with 
his musical skills, use of mime, his voice and 
humour.  Sometimes described as a genie, a funky 
pirate or a gypsy, he is a positive male role model, 
different to what is presented through other media. 
 
Audiences see the pictures of the story in their 
imagination - they are living their own creative  
experience.  The storytelling inspires people to tell 
their own stories, write and create artwork, to imitate 
what they have seen and even practice mime.  
Where applicable, Matteo will take the audience on 
a guided journey with a musical underlay.  Adults 
also love this and find it very refreshing. 
 
Storytelling is an interactive sport and in some ways 
it is the antithesis of the modern, technological 
society.  Yet it is fulfilling an essential human 
communicative need.  It touches something deep 
within the human psyche which responds just like 
people did around a fire or stuck in a cave during 
winter - listening to and imagining along with the 
story. 
 
At times Matteo is playing the audience like an 
instrument and sometimes he is following a set and 
specific story line, whilst at other times he is 
improvising.  Importantly, he quickly sets boundaries 
for what is and isn’t acceptable behaviour which 
encourages audience input.  The warm-hearted and 
non-humiliating experience allows the audience to 
speak up, to create characters and voices, and to be 
witty. 
 
Teachers often notice that the response in their 
students is quite the opposite from what they would 
expect.  For example: the quiet child speaks out and 
the loud child sits and listens in rapt attention. It 
gratifies teachers to hear Year 6 boys asking for 
more stories. 
 
Kids say he is cool and often the little ones are 
laughing before he has said a word! 
 
WHERE? 
Matteo will travel to wherever the call to tell stories 
comes. 

TESTIMONIALS 
All the children in both groups were  
captivated by Matteo and didn’t stop  
laughing until after he had left. 
Anne-Marie Le Miere 
Tyabb Pre-School 
 
Matteo was totally enthrawling.   
He adjusted the stories well to suit our age 
group.  The stories were fun.   
The children in our group laughed and 
laughed.  They were all really engaged. 
Leanne Mason 
Flamingo community Group  
 
Children in both groups were engaged and 
participated.  Children talked about the  
stories for several days after the session. 

Karen Watts 

Seaford Heights Pre-School 
 

Really enjoyable.  Engaged, attentive happy 
children any teachers delight.  

Lisa Blyth 

Blossom Park Kindergarten 
 

This is the third year we have had Matteo at 
our Kindergarten.  He is very creative and 
definitely holds his audience. 

Kerry Mills 

East Newborough Kindergarten  
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MATTEO’S PROGRAMS 

Matteo’s repertoire of traditional stories is re-woven for interactive 
and participatory telling. 
He will work with you to create a special program for a particular 
event or a chosen theme. 
 

Pre-School and Child Care Program  

The Forrest Troll  

Clotilda's Magic (a Fairy Godmother Tale)  

How Tiger and Monkey Both Escaped (an Anansi tale)  

(optional stories, The Old Woman and the Pig, a Drawing version of the Very 
Hungry Caterpillar) and Guitar, sitting down movement, rhythm and rhyming. 

All this is done with Interaction and Humour.  

Matteo may adjust the program on the spur of the moment, depending upon 
the mood and nature of the audience. He will choose from his material the 
stories he feels will keep his audience interested and excited. But, not too 
excited.  

 

PJ nights and Parent nights. 
 
A fun evening of tales told to capture imaginations of both children and adults. 

 


